Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; Hatom completeness 97%; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.110; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.6.
Related literature
For applications of transition metal complexes with luminescent and magnetic properties, see ; Pasatoiu, Tiseanu et al. (2011) ; Sasmal, Hazra et al. (2011) ; Sasmal, Sarkar et al. (2011) . For the preparation of the 2-[[(2-hydroxy-1,1-dimethylethyl)imino]methyl]-6-methoxyphenol ligand, see: Rao et al. (1998) . For related structures, see: Oshio et al. (2005) ; Nihei et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni 4 (C 12 H 15 Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (ii) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. . Herein, we report the synthesis and crystal structure of a tetranuclearnickel(II) complex (Fig. 1 sodium azide (0.1 mmol) were added and stirred for another 10 m. The resulting solution was filtered and left to evaporate slowly at room temperature for 4 days, giving green block crystals of the title complex for X-ray structure analysis.
Refinement
The H atom of the coordinating methanol molecule could not be located and was excluded from the model. The other H atoms were placed at geometrically idealised positions (C-H = 0.93-0.97Å and O-H = 0.82 Å), with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O).
Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound with atom labels and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. H ydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity. Fig. 2 . The structural unit is a tetranuclear complex which is generated from the asymmetric unit by an inversion symmetry operation -x, -y+1, -z. Hydrogen bonds are shown as dashed lines.
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